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Omner:s State Highway Deparitment of Delaware
Tenth and King Streets, Wilmington Del.

Date of Erection: 1839

Architect: Wot Knowm
Bullders Not EKnown

There is no mention in the record of the Levy Court of
Yow Castle County regarding the designer of the bridge or who
did the actual comnstruction worke. The bridge was built under
the direction of a commitbies of the Levy Court compogsed of
James Brindley, James Thompson and Jacob Porters

Present Condition: In good condition. Not on a highway freqe
uented by heavy traffic and therefors not subjected to unuse
ual wear and teare The "German Siding"™ is probably not the or-
iginal type siding used on the walls of the structure.

Humbar of Stories: Ome

Materials of Construction: The foundations and abutments’ars
stone, dagshed and whitewashed, except under the bridge at each
end, at which places the stonework is pointed. Conocrete fcot-
ings have boen pleced under these foundations at a fairly rec
ont dates The structural timbers are white pine, the floor
planks cal, random widths averaging about 12 inches wide by 2%
inches thicke Wood shingles cover the roofe.

Other Existing Records: No records concerning this particular
bridge have been found other than those contained in the mine
utes of the Levy Couwrt of New Castle County.

Additional Data: The first bridge was bullt at this loeation
on the Brandywine in 1816. It was built on piers and was washe
ed away by a freshet about six years later. Several bridges of
this same type were built and desiroyed by freshets hefore the
present one was built in 1839,

These earlier structures were also known as Smith's Bridge and
are roferred to in Scharft's History of Delaware, as is also the
old grist mill known as Smith's Mills which stood at the east
approach, and to which the south abuitment at this end commected.
The foundations of these mills are still in evidence, as is some
of ths mill equipmente The following regarding the comstruction
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of the present bridge is quoted verbatim from the minutes
of the Levy Court of New Castle County under date of
December 183%.

The Committee on the Bridge at Smith's Mills on Brandywine,
repart that the bridge iz completed and finished in a work~
mn like and substanial manner agreeable to contraot. The
Masonary of the abutments 1is principally of large stone, the
old piers have been taken down and the stone rewbuilt in the
wings of the abutments which has lef't a free passage For the
stream, and this bridge standing four feet higher than the
late bridge stood, and well fastened with irom to the abutw
monts, will render it secure from & much greater freshet than
has ever been remembered on the Brandywinee The Committes
have increased the bill of masongiry much more than was at
first contemplated in the length and thickness of the walls,
depth of foundations, and from a desire of making a permn-
ont job, that will probably not regquire any repalrs more
than oococasionally covering the ground wall for a cenbtury or
moree Mre. Isaac Smith, has oontracted with the committee to
complete the filling of the abutments at twenty five cents
per oubic yards, he will not be able to finish it this winter,
but he has made the passage om and of f the bridge tolerably
sasy. His bill will probably amount to from one hundred and
fifty to one hundred and seventy five dollars.

Length of Bridge 15435 feet @ 165 $ 2,549.25
283 yards of filling by Taylor & Windle @.125 70s 75
Covering ground wall with white pine board 30,00

Contractorts bill of mssomwork 1437 perches @
1495 per perch 2,803432
Total $ 5,453,
Committee mesgure 1331 perch @ 1,95 per perch -
(Deduet) 206470

Smithts pill of filling 200, 00
Appropriated by Levy Court 53,0004 00
(The balance of which an extra appropriation § 2,446.62

has to be made. Balance of appropriation
made and passed by the Commitiece.)
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